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_Contexts Welcome

Historical . _ _ ]
Iraq Governing Council 2 As westerners in the Middle East we are automaticsdigyetimes

Biblical embarrassingly, privileged. Not infrequently we get dibenat a government
Arabs in The Bible (Part 2). 3 office ahead of others who were standing waiting. Perwepstill have to wait,

Geographical but theMudeer("manager”) has us take a seat and wait, rather thad 8t line.
Sudan 4 | was thinking of that this morning when an Egyptianrfdevas telling me

how, on the way to a church in the north of the country;, tiaere to pass
through four or more checkpoints. They go so oftenttieyt are usually recognized and not delayed, or if theydave
westerner with them, they are passed through quicklyveMer, when accompanied by other Egyptians they are ask
pull over, park, leave the car, and their documents aca@fully checked.

Similarly, we are often unaware of the problems thatArab brothers experience. | recently received anlemai
recounting how a child who had become a believer had toltiZzagear-old friend. Her friend also accepted Him, and
rushed home to tel[ her family. Thg story dpes not halveppy gnding. That night | +1ird hand: “In one Afghan
the men of the family murdered their own sister and daunghtwish that was an village last month (Nov ‘03),
isolated incident, but this morning we heard that a belgfriend from a more than 50 people had the
neighboring country has been arrested and is threavétiedeportation. With the | same dream in one night. The

: next day a team came through
new regime he no longer faces danger from the government theveg bave to their village and showed the

take the death threats from his family there seriously. JESUS Film, and as the
On the subject of Iraq, page 2 introduces the IGC, a tempmstitution that villagers watched the movie
by the 28' of this month (today!) is supposed to have presentedgoteny they exclaimed that this Jesus

was the man they had seen in

constitution to enable the transfer of power that is duetur on June 3Q(still their dream the night before!”

under coalition auspices).

Sudan south calm, but rebellion in Darfur | Sudan claims Darfur.rebellion crushed UN aid mission | Bashir denies UN refugee estimates
Cyprus Reunification hopes before Unif. talks at Plan approved, unif. Talks between N & S
May 1 entry to EU UN HQ in NY referendum in April on unification begin
Iran Feb 20 election with 2,400 Prince Charles visits Bam Train wreck kills 300+
banned, low turnout Khatami criticizes hardliners | lEIections—conservatives reclaim parliament
Pakistan Alignment with the US|is resented bly popUiace 3-day talks begin with India
Afghan- Taliban militants resist US forces 40 Taleban fighters captured Pashtun restrain
istan Warlords surrender militia/weapons UN wants June elections postponed Taleban in SE
Saudi Govt acts against al Qaeda militantls Wall planned on Yemen border (work halted by Feb 20™)
Turkey EU hopes, opposes Iraqi Kurd autohomy, felentg on Cyprus|reunification | | | |
Jordan Hub for Iragi NGO admin, relief and suppIiFs Dam water capacity at 74% (46% last year)
Iraq Debate over method of Japanese forces take station in Samara | |Zsuicide bombs kill 11 Police stn bomb kills 10
electing transitional gov't; L " ; - “ - : N
Insurgents want to create Bomps kill 54 police, 20 army Baghdad s_chool_ bomt_) kills 2 UN “elections not ready until Jan.’05
ethnic conflict; economy & Fallujah elects || Fallujah: Police Stn.  Shiites kill alcohol merchants Sistani OKs poll delay
output improve. town council attack frees prisoners 3 g soldiers die-roadside bombs

Syria Assad seeks improve US relatijons | New dam on Jordan/Syrian border
EQypt Mediates for Palestinian militats

Israel The Road Map lingers; Israel
plans pullout from Gaza;

Fence/wall is modified but | Red Cross criticizes barrier
arows: Settlements remain. | UN protests Lebanon overflights Settlement funding increase |Bus bomb-8 die |

Palestine Society moves towards anarchy; Mifitias Gaza militants resist arrest-14 die Barrier issue taken to ICJ
dominate life, recruit suicide bgmbefs | | |
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Rt. wing opposes Sharon Gaza plan 3 Palestinian banks

President raided for militant funds

in France

Fence route may be modified
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The | raqi Governin g Council (1) The colors below correspond to the diagram, and additiona
information is given beside each. The numbers matckehdelow.

The IGC is a temporary institution, set up by thg EETERETAVE T from the Sumaydi clan
U.S.-led CPA, to begin the process of handing overy EYael Chapouk (fem.) engineer and teacher from Kirkuk
government of the country to a democratic Iraq. It 3 FN I e ROt Bl Math professor, INC founder
has 25 members, chosen from different ethnic and 4 [N a el r e[ te 2] Nat.Dem.Party leader from Baghdad
religious groups. The 5 PN ET Rt el Toq] former foreign.minister, UN rep. (Sunni)
distribution of the [ Mohammed Bahr al-Ulloum cleric from Najaf
membership is 7 Massoud Barzani KDP president, Peshmerga (Sunni)
illustrated. 8 Jalal Talabani Patriotic Union Kurdistan head, (Sunni)

Central Iraq,

Arab-oriented,(The dominant The Y Abdel-Aziz al-Hakim A leader of the Shia S.C.LR.
not all Baathist. Chr's_t'ans are an 10 human rights activist, professor, leader of
ethnic group, Babel's Al Bu Sultan tribe.
Self-governed distributed 44 Ibrahim al-Jaafari _ doctor from Karbala, Da’'awa leader
Sistani, with [glgelile] (e ViR I-Te MW Raja Habib al-Khuzaai (fem.) she heads a maternity hospital
Ethnically Najaf as its They include iK] Salama al-Khufaji (fem.) foreign affairs expert, she replaced
distinct. center. Arabic, Assyrians assassinated Dr Akila Hashemi.
but oriented (Asshuric), and ¥} Younadem Kana : Head of Assyrian Democratic Mov't
towards Chaldeans. Many of 15 Salah Ed-Din Bahaa ed-Din Kurd. Islamic Union leader (Sunni)
Iran. the evangelical 16 Mahmoud Othman politician (Sunni) '
believers in Iraq are il Hamid Majid Mousa Communist, from Babel (Shia)
IRV chnically part of k] Ghazi Mashal Ajil al-Yawer Mosul tribe leader, engineer
these groups, as well ik¢] Ezzedine Salim _ Da’gwa Pgrty head, erter/edltqr '
as a small proportion from the Muslim community. 20 LRASIIEIECIREEEERAE T Iraqi Islamic Party, Qoran specialist
il lyad Allawi Iraqi National Accord leader, PhD

The Turkmen are from the Asian people group medicine
that moved west in the Middle Ages and now are ., [V NE W RTIEG judge, now Basra governor
major groups in countries such as Turkmenistan, 23 medical doctor, religious activist
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. They also moved into the, \5ar="Noor Alzin judge, jailed by Saddam (Sunni)
region of Anatolia, nowurkey and are found in 25 Hezbollah from Amara, as ‘lord of the
smaller numbers in Irag. Though not a majority, they Marshes’ led resistance to Saddam.
are influential in towns such as Kirkuk.

The CPA has committed to hand over
sovereignty to Iragis by June"3Gand the current

debate is primarily over the procedure by which j_ ;

the new government can be democratically
elected. We will enlarge on this debate in futur
issues ofE=NEWS.

The IGC has a rotating presidency, betwe
9 of its members, each serving as president of 1
council for one month. Though the IGC
members are representatives of their specific
groups, as in the diagram above, their professic
and the ethnic/ religious criteria mean that each
actually can claim to represent a wider
population than is indicated. Some members of
the council, particularly Sondhul Chapouk,
criticize the rotating presidency. 12 2 22 2"‘ 2“ 25

ll ﬁq, 515 ;l', 13

Abbreviations: 5 ( ["‘ m
INC — Iraqi National Congress !
KDP — Kurdish Democratic Party _ R - =
PUK - Patriotic Union of Kurdistan S - :
Da’awa — Islamic political movement ' e
SCIR — Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution

Contact information: pkclark@ pmbx.net
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Arabs in the BiblgPart 2)

Before progressing to the Arabs from the time of Salp, | want first to look at the ‘other’ branch of Argenealogy, resident
in Arabia before Abraham left Ur.

As we discussed iE=“NEWS 11, Abraham’s contribution to the Arab race includesligihmaelites, Edomites and the various
descendants of Keturah. Additionally, Lot's descendants gifganigled with the Arab nation, such that by a centurgmbefore
Christ there is no mention of them independently. Thergbsion is worth making that these ‘cousins’ wereob@ag indistinguish-
able within a few generations. Moses fledvtiian (across the Red Sea), which was named after a soetafdk. Ishmaelite and

Midianite became interchangeable terms by the timesafpla By the time of Moses the Moabites were joining
forces with the Midianites in harassing the Isragtivement towards the Promised Land.
_ _ [ | [ |
As these groups communicated with, and moved  Elam | [ Asshur | [Arphaxad | [ Lud | [ Aram |

further into Arabia, they found it occupied by other
tribes. At this point in the history of
humankind it would not have been much of a surprise fon toefind that they were Shelah

. X related. In fact, for many Arab historians it is the Almodad
Joktan's name is descendant of JoktaKghtanor Yaktan in Arabic) who is
pres_erved in the the true Arab. Eber
ancient town of

Jectan, near To find the origins of Joktan we look in

Sheleph

present-day Mecca. | Genesis 25 (or 1 Chron. 1) and find the family tred__Peleg | [ Joktan | Hazarmarveth
as illustrated on the left. The Arabs that trace tbegins to e
Joktan consider themselves as the pure Arabs, anbeuterin'Arabu ‘[-Musta’ribah’, (mixed Arabs) to describe

the Abrahamic branch. Jerah

In southern Arabia is
a long valley known
to this day as the
Hadramaut , a direct

The passage in Genesis is an example of circumstancegsdesicribed prior to Hadoram
the events which gave it being. The dispersion dating fhenconstruction of the tow

of Babel caused the people of the world to be separatétbipyanguage, spreading ¢

“into their territories by their clans within their nations, eadithvits own languagé. transposition into vzal
i Arabic of the name
(Gen.10:5, cf:20, 31). Hazarmaveth
The earliest recorded language of the southern Arabsh@@trabu ‘I- ' Diklah

Musta’ribah’), dating from not long after the Babel dispersiorkriswn as Himyaritic, and inscriptions in this
language survive around the Arab
world. In Jordan some of these

inscriptions can be seen in Wadi Runp
and one is illustrated below. Wadi Abimael

Pre-Islamic
inscriptions
found in Arabia
place the tribe

of Ophir Rum (left) is in the south of Jordan,
adjacent to . . .
Yemen. The sandy desert with mountains soaring Sheba
name seems 1,000m above the plain. The Ain

to have been
preserved in
the coastal
town of Ma'afir
in south-west
Arabia.

Khazali gorge (below) is decorated
with text and illustrations. Ophir

Havilah

(s it Jobab

1
o
“‘I

Next Issue: More Old Testament Arabs. David, Solonmzhkeyond.

Web site: http://www.morethantourists.com
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Sudan EGvPT ﬁwn pam  RC2oC gl
- ¥ ’
Bilad al-Sudanland of the blackswas the name Lipva ; ecca
their Arab neighbors gave the region. Modern Sudatr
achieved its independence from Britain in 1956, but i

has struggled to develop into a stable nation. In the f§st
20 years of independence the constitution was
frequently suspended. Colonel Nemeiry led a coup ir]
1969, and was elected in 1972. At this point the sou'lCHAD

was granted some autonomy, limiting the applicationjof
Islamic law. Nimeiry himself was deposed in 1985 afer
a period of relative stability but during the last yefar o
his rule there was increasing trouble in the south. £l

The first free elections led to Sadiq al Mahdi beifig €, jireins
elected president in 1986, but even then, because ofl
SPLA revolt, voting was suspended in many souther
constituencies. President Mahdi armed Arab militias
Janjawiid— to act for him in the tribal areas.

The Sudanese People’s Liberation Army was
formed in 1986 to resist Arab Muslim rule from
Khartoum. When a 1989 coup deposed Al Mahdi,
Brigadier Omar al Bashir took power. He stepped ug
action against the SPLA, and 1994 saw large numbejs
of refugees fleeing from the soudd into Uganda. | CEMTRAL AFRICAN

Since the mid-1990s Sudan has been organizefi  REPUBLIC
into 9 provinces, subdivided into 25 states. The inset
shows how the provinces are distributed, and the TAIRE L]
number of states in each. D KENYR

During the late 1990s the Sudanese governmer
embarked on a program to benefit from oil resourcesdrsouth. This involved a ‘scorched-earth’ policy of dispigtocal peoples
and encouraging western oil companies to invest in devejdpoilfields. Frequently what occurred was that theaitpanies
would provide roads linking the new fields to centrdiheries further north. Once that was done the govemmwould move in and

raze the villages in the area. Eventually, human riglgsnerations were able to persuade
western oil companies to cease their investments at whs becoming a program of
resettlement by Sudan — though Sudan has been able toripéi@s from China,
Malaysia and India to replace them.

Peace talks between the SPLA and the government bed#arch of 2003, and
have progressed steadily since then. These talks werealoyepby the intervention of a
U.S.-run monitoring team. However, the government palfaysing the Janjawiid to
intimidate the local populations means that some vigeontinues in the Upper Nile
province, the home of the Nuer peoples (the core skthalitias). The treaty is intended
to give the south the right to self-determination aftefysars, and an equal share of the
oil wealth. Many worry that the government may jusplaging for time, but hope that
the presence of US monitors will ensure that the igoaent keeps the promises it has
made. Church groups in the area are already anticiphtingrogress that can be made in
developing the region once the peace treaty comes int. plac

The attitude of racial superiority seen in policieshef Arab-Muslim Sudanese
government has alienated other non-Arab groups besidesiththee South. In February
of 2003 conflict began in Darfur with the local SLA (not lidksith the SPLA) briefly
capturing the town of Gullu (see map). In January thpyucad Tini, though the

3

Horthern

government later claimed to have recaptured it. NGQO®at that more than 100,000 refugees have crossed into €aschpe the
violence. As many as a million are IDP’s (Intep®isplaced Persons) within Sudan itself. They livegarfof the systematic
bombing, burning, rape and looting practiced by the amnuyJanjawiid. On Feb.f& UN Rapid Response team landed in Darfur's 3
capitals (Nyala, Jeneina and Al Fasher) to ascertaihdmanitarian needs of the 250,000 or more IDP’s thereléliet Marra is
Sudan’s most fertile region, and the Fur tribe sufferedtiyreduring a drought in the 1980s, by the incursion of Ahads intent

on occupying the area. They hope for improved conditmisfreedom from government-sponsored aggression.

Contact information: pkclark@pmbx.net
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